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• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takada (US 6,359,652). 

[Claim 1] Takada discloses an attachment structure for attaching a camera 
module to a housing (Figures 3-6), said camera module having an image capturing 
element portion mounted on a substrate (c. 6, II. 15-40; Figures 5&6, photographic 
element 301 and substrate 310) and a lens portion provided on said image capturing 
element portion (c. 5, II. 55-65; Figures 3&4. lens 903), said attachment structure of said 
camera module comprising: 

an elastic member which is elastically deformed in a thickness direction, 
arranged between said substrate and said housing (c. 7, 1. 58 - c. 8, 1. 20; Figures 5&6, 
springs 368-371); 

and at least one latch provided on said housing (c. 7, II. 41-51; Figure 5); 
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wherein said camera module engages with said latch, and movement of said 
elastic member in the restoring direction is restricted (c. 7, 1. 58 - c. 9, 1. 13). 

[Claim 2] Takada further discloses a cover member which covers the image 
capturing element portion, said cover member having an opening (c. 5, 1. 59 - c. 6, 1. 22; 
c.6,1.41- c. 7, 1. 14; Figures 4-7, chassis 320). 

[Claim 3] Takada further discloses that said latch comprises a second elastic 
member standing at a periphery of an attachment area of said housing to which the 
camera module is attached, and a prong portion which can engage with a latching 
surface of said cover member, said prong portion being provided on said second elastic 
member and projecting towards said latching surface (c. 7, 1. 30 -c. 8, 1. 20; 0.8,1.41- 
c. 9, 1. 14; Figures 3^6). 

[Claim 4] Takada further discloses a guide surface for guiding said camera 
module, is formed on said prong portion, said guide surface having a slanted shape 
between a tip surface and an end surface of said prong portion (c. 7, 1. 30 - c. 8, 1. 20; c. 
8, 1. 41- c. 9, 1. 14; Figures 3-6). 

[Claim 5] Takada discloses a portable terminal device comprising: a camera 
module having an image capturing element portion mounted on a substrate and a lens 
portion provided on said image capturing element portion; and a housing to which said 
camera module is attached (refer to the rejection of claim 1); said housing comprising: a 
first casing into which said camera module is attached (c. 5, 1. 59 - c. 6, 1. 7; Figures 4- 
6, mounting plate 350 and rear casing 1002); and a second casing for covering said first 
casing, and fomiing an open area for the lens portion (c. 5, 1. 59 - c. 6, 1. 7; Figures 4-6, 
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front casing 1001); wherein said camera module Is attaclied to said housing using the 
attachment structure for attaching a camera module according to claim 1 (refer to the 
rejection of claim 1). 

[Claim 6] Refer to the rejection of claim 5. 

[Claim 7] Refer to the rejection of claim 2. 

[Claim 8] Refer to the rejection of claim 3. 

[Claim 9] Refer to the rejection of claim 4. 

[Claim 10] Refer to the rejections of claims 5&6. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tanaka et al. (US 7,218,732), hereafter "Tanaka". 

[Claim 1] Tanaka discloses an attachment structure for attaching a camera 
module to a housing, said camera module having an image capturing element portion 
mounted on a substrate and a lens portion provided on said image capturing element 
portion (c. 3, 1. 29 - c. 4, 1. 57; Figures 2-4), said attachment structure of said camera 
module comprising: 

an elastic member which is elastically deformed in a thicl^ness direction, 
arranged between said substrate and said housing (c. 3, II. 31-41; Figures 2B&3, 
cushioning member 19); 

and at least one latch provided on said housing (Figures 2B&3, cushioning 
member 18); 
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wherein said camera module engages with said latch, and movement of said 
elastic member in the restoring direction is restricted (c. 3, 1. 29 - c. 4, 1. 57; Figures 2- 
4). 

[Claim 2] Tanaka further discloses a cover member which covers the Image 
capturing element portion, said cover member having an opening (Figures 2B-4, module 
14). 

[Claim 3] Tanaka further discloses that said latch comprises a second elastic 
member standing at a periphery of an attachment area of said housing to which the 
camera module is attached, and a prong portion which can engage with a latching 
surface of said cover member, said prong portion being provided on said second elastic 
member and projecting towards said latching surface (Figures 2B-4). 

[Claim 4] Tanaka a further discloses a guide surface for guiding said camera 
module, is fomned on said prong portion, said guide surface having a slanted shape 
between a tip surface and an end surface of said prong portion (Figure 2B-4). 

[Claim 5] Tanaka discloses a portable terminal device comprising: a camera 
module having an image capturing element portion mounted on a substrate and a lens 
portion provided on said image capturing element portion; and a housing to which said 
camera module is attached (refer to the rejection of claim 1); said housing comprising: a 
first casing into which said camera module is attached (c. 4, II. 9-33; Figures 2-3, lower 
casing 132); and a second casing for covering said first casing, and forming an open 
area for the lens portion (c. 4, II. 9-33; Figures 2-3, upper casing 131); wherein said 
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camera module is attached to said housing using the attachment structure for attaching 
a camera module according to claim 1 (refer to the rejection of claim 1). 

[Claim 6] Refer to the rejection of claim 5. 

[Claim 7] Refer to the rejection of claim 2. 

[Claim 8] Refer to the rejection of claim 3. 

[Claim 9] Refer to the rejection of claim 4. 

[Claim 10] Refer to the rejections of claims 5&6. 

Priority 

4. Applicant cannot rely upon the foreign priority papers to overcome this rejection 
because a translation of said papers has not been made of record in accordance with 
37CFR1.55. See MPEP§ 201.15. 

Conclusion 

5. . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Takachi (US 2003/0137595) discloses an image pickup device comprising a 
biasing member 1 8 for biasing the optical component 1 0 toward the package 3 is 
provided between the image sensing device accommodating package 3 and the optical 
component 10. 

Kobayashi (US 7,180,546) discloses a thermal conductive rubber that is 
interposed between a substrate on which an image capturing element is arranged, and 
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a shield, so that the image capturing unit composed of the image capturing element and 

I 

the substrate, and the shield are thermally bonded. 

Kang (US 7,133,691) discloses a portable telephone with a camera in which a 
functionality of a camera being rotated to an object in any desired rotational angle 
without a main body turned around. 

Tatehana et al. (US 6,879,337) disclose a mobile terminal device with a camera. 

Ting (US 6,665,455) discloses the structure of an image sensing module. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard M. Bemben whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7634. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
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